
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF JUNE 9, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 

Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of Allegiance and a 

moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Before Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes to the 

May 26, 2020 meeting, Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a correction to the minutes, 

explaining that the grant received by the Fire Department from New Jersey American 

Water (NJLM) was actually for the amount of $925 for the repair of a valve at the Fire 

House, rather the for $900 for Personal Protection Equipment as previously reported.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich then seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously.  She then stated that she would abstain from voting on the work session 

minutes because she was not in office at that time.  Commissioner Kasko made the motion 

to waive the reading of the minutes to the work sessions of April 30, 2018, October 15, 

2018, November 19, 2018 and June 17, 2019.  Mayor Rochford seconded the motion, 

which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2020-02 was then introduced for second reading, which is for the preservation 

of a CAP bank.  Mayor Rochford opened the Public Hearing on the ordinance.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that this ordinance is adopted annually by the Borough and 

allows for an increase from 2.5% to 3.5% of the CAP bank held by the Borough.  Although 

this ordinance allows us to make this increase, it is only done if there is a need.  As there 

were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public Hearing 

and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Mayor Rochford seconded the motion, 

which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions asked: 

 

2020-06-09-067 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

 

Once Resolution 2020-06-09-068 was introduced, which authorized the Borough to mail 

estimated tax bills for the third quarter 2020, Mayor Rochford explained that this resolution 

had been withdrawn from the May 26, 2020 meeting agenda due to issues with the 

calculations, but that those issues had been resolved.  Commissioner Kasko explained that 

due to a delay in the State being able to approve their budget and provide the necessary 

information to municipalities on State Aid figures, it had been decided that we would 

need to allow for an estimated bill for the third quarter taxes.  The rate(s) shown in the 

resolution are based on last year’s budget. 

 

David Hunter, Windsor Avenue, asked how the rates in the resolution were calculated.  The 

Borough Administrator replied that they are based on an estimated tax levy and that any 

overages collected in the third quarter would be decreased from the fourth quarter billing 

in November. 

 

As no further questions were asked the Commissioners unanimously approved the 

ordinance. 

 

Resolution 2020-06-09-069 was then introduced, which authorized the introduction of the 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) 2020 Business Improvement District Budget.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that the Borough has been working with PfH, as well as 

each of the Borough Departments, to reduce their budgets for this year due to the COVID-



19 expenditures required.  She then briefly reviewed where the reductions were applied in 

the PfH budget.  Commissioner Kasko stated that for this year the PfH is primarily relying on 

the tax assessment and not other revenues, which has been necessary due to the 

cancellation of various events.  Mayor Rochford expressed his appreciation to PfH for 

making these changes and finished by urging residents to continue shopping local. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, encouraged both PfH and the Borough to take this 

opportunity to continue to review their budgets and see where other cuts could possibly 

be made.  He suggested that PfH should begin tracking the results of their social media 

campaigns and posts to measure the performance of the dollars spent for this.  Susan 

Hodges, PfH Chairperson, thanked the borough for their work and noted what a difficult 

year this has been.  The reduction to the PfH budget is at $110,000, and this restructured 

budget should satisfy the current needs.  Furthermore, the marketing committee receives 

a monthly report, which is available for the public.  Mr. Hess asked that one be provided to 

him.  Ms. Hodges commented that she felt that the marketing efforts this year have been 

a big contributor as to why we are surviving as we are. 

 

As there were no further questions asked or comments made, Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

made a motion to approve the PfH budget on first reading, which was seconded by 

Mayor Rochford.  The motion was then approved unanimously.  It was announced that 

the Public Hearing would be held on July 20, 2020 at the regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions asked: 

 

2020-06-09-070 Authorization Approve Appointments - Various 

2020-06-06-071 Authorization Extend the Solid Waste and Recyclable Materials 

Collection Contract with Waste Management of NJ 

2020-06-09-072 Authorization to Extend Participation in Camden County Cooperative 

Pricing System, ID #75-CCCPS, Bid #17-10 for Marketing Services of 

Single-Stream Recyclable Materials 

 

Next, Resolution 2020-06-09-073 was introduced, which awarded the bid for the Kings 

Court Electrical Improvements.  Commissioner Kasko stated that these funds would be 

coming out of the capital budget and not the operating budget.  Mr. Hess expressed his 

gratitude for having this work done, as a vendor at the Farmer’s Market, and asked what 

this work would involve and how the work would affect the Farmer’s Market.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that half of the cost is for reconstruction after the electrical work was 

finished.  A pre-construction meeting is typically set up within 30 days and she anticipated 

the work being done in August.  Mayor Rochford commented that the contractor would 

work with the Farmer’s Market for the least amount of disruption. 

 

The Mayor then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

As there were no comments from the public at this time, Mayor Rochford noted that he 

has missed having the 4th graders in attendance and that they did tend to ask very good 

questions of the Commissioners when they were there. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich thanked the borough employees, especially Public Works, 

Fire and Police Departments for their hard work during the storms the previous week, as 

well as the utility companies, who were able to bring in crews from surrounding states to 

help.  She then announced that both the 50th and 51st COVID-19 cases have been 

announced for Haddonfield; a male and female both in their 20’s.  Lastly, she commented 

on the recent peaceful protest held in town honoring George Floyd and talked about 

acknowledging systemic racism. 



 

Commissioner Kasko echoed the comments from Commissioner Bianco Bezich, as well as 

the Mayor.  He noted that there was a large amount of damage from these storms.  He 

thanked Public Works, the Police and Fire Departments, and especially the residents for 

their patience.  Additionally, we are still dealing with COVID-19 and as things begin 

opening up, he hopes that people continue to take the necessary precautions to prevent 

the spread of this virus in these trying times. 

 

The Borough Administrator advised that there is a minimum of 1-2 weeks of cleanup for just 

the trees that are down.  Additionally, we know there are many limbs and trees down on 

properties.  The Borough is work on getting these things addressed as quickly as we are 

able.  She finished by stating that the Chipper Truck would be out starting next week. 

 

Mayor Rochford also announced that the Borough Hall will be opening up on Monday, 

June 15th with restrictions, which were reviewed by the Borough Administrator. 

 

Lastly, Commissioner Kasko talked about the various activities that have been set up for 

the graduating 2020 Senior Class and stated that everyone has been terrific, especially the 

Principal at the high school.  A town-wide event scheduled for this Saturday, June 13th at 

6:00 p.m.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


